
BACK TO THE SOIL 1
AHDBACKTOKOME'

»The Go West Theory Has Been
Exploded All Around and

Everywhere.

RENAISSANCE IN AGRICULTURE

Recognized Authority Describes
Aiovement for Development

of Soil Resources.

la a general discussion of tho Im¬
portant relations of agriculture to tbe
nation's welfare, Howard H. Gross,
president of the National Soil Fertil¬
ity I/euguc, has submitted a proposi¬
tion, supported by a number of the
representative men of the country,
that appeals to widespread Interest. A
recent review of the situation and pos.
slbllltlcs by Mr. Gross describes con¬
ditions that bring forcibly the com¬
parison between Europeun and Ameri¬
can methods und natural resources.

.'Fifty years ago,'1 says Mr. Gross,
"with tens of millions of acros of fer¬
tile land unoccupied, the ncod was for
puoplo to come in and possess It. Pop¬
ulation was needed, or at IcaHt that
was tbe supposition. The Invitation
.told that 'Undo Sum wub rich enough
to give us all a farm.' Tho people come
la from abroad, first In hundreds, later
by thousandu and In recent years by
many huudrcds of thousands. The
steamship and the stork have so Chang-,
«d conditions that the land Is now
practically all taken and In use. The
government spent its time for years!
In giving away land and building up
manufacturing Industries, and helping
to build thu railways. Farming has
always been and always will be the
world's greatest industry. It Is so
with us, but American farming was
left practically to care for Itself.
There woe plenty of land, and If (as
was Inevitable under tho practice that
obtained of farming by the 'skinning
process'), certain Holds or farms'
should iose the power to produco sat¬
isfactory crops, why the remedy was
to sell them for what they would
bring, or abandon them and go farther
West and got a better farm for little
or nothing. This practice In two or
three generations exhausted lramonso
acres right at the very door of the
markets.

Change of the Order.
"The' 'treck' woe to the west¬

ward, the slogan of the great Grcoloy
Was, 'Go West, young man, und grow
up with the country.' To-day wo may
fairly say to the man In the West, 'Go
East, young mun. and buy these aban¬
doned forms and bring thorn back to
fertility and usefulness.' Tho land In
the West Is practically all occupied.
We must face about and atop depleting
tho soli and robbing tho future of lie
heritage, and build up tbe damage
that has already been done. While the
greut Mleslsslppl liasln will always
hold first place In agriculture, it is
in the writer's opinion, all things con¬
sidered, that tho opportunities offered
in tho East and Southeast are, from a
financial standpoint, more attractive
to the young und the ambitious fanner.
The worn, depleted farms that lie
close to the markets, can be had for
liltlo more than the cost of the Im¬
provements, and In them ure golden
opportunities for young or middle-
aged mori with brains and Industry. By
improved tillage, butter seed, crop ro¬
tation and fertilization, in a few
years these farms will respond with
substantial yields, and may be made
to grow better from year to year.
It takes no prophet to see In these
lands at $1S to $30 an acre an increase
of 300 per cent, to 500 per cent, within
ten or a dozen years.
"Tho two contributing causes for

this advancement will be scientific ag¬
riculture and good roads.
"We. of course, are proud of our

wonderful achievements In the reaJm
of transportation, manufactory' and
education, but In doing so, let us not
forget that under and sustaining ail
& tbe soil.that all we are and hope
to be bos come and must come almost
wholly from It.
"The world's greatest need, the most

pressing and the paramount economic
problem. Is soli restoration and the
building up of a system of farming
that shall soon and permanently dou¬
ble the yield. This can be done. There
Is no doubt about it. It must be done
If tho cofftlng generations ure to have
u proper food supply at a reasonable
cost. Without this tbe future holds
distress and disintegration instead of
prosperity and progress.

Figures Tbat Talk.
"Some figures taken from official

sources will be Interesting in this
connection. The average wheat yield
for tho United States for ten years la
s. lltUe over fourteen bushels per acre,
whllo In Europe, upon lands that were
In cultivation many centurlos before
our Bod was turned, the wheat aver¬
ages are twonty-eight bushels In Oor-
inany; thirty-two, in England; forty,
In Denmark. It is not uncommon to
have yields of sixty bushels or more
tn France and Italy. Why? Simply
because of better preparation of the
uoed bed, more porfoct drulnugc, more
careful seed selection, deep tilling and
fertilization.
"About twenty-five years ago Ger¬

many began a system to further build
up hor agriculture, and slnco that
time she has raised the average yield
on the six principle crops of about 85jper cent. It Is now fully twice our
average.
"The United States Experiment Sta¬

tion at Wooster, Ohio, cultivated!
wheat systematically for thlrteenl
years.many varieties. The lowest!
yield was twenty-six bushel3 per acre]
and the highest over forty-five, with!
an average of about thirty-five bushels.'
The corn average for the whole coun¬
try was about twenty-live and one-half
bushels per acre, while tho Experi¬ment stations arc getting about 100
bushols.
"James J. Hill, of St. Paul, and Wil¬

liam C. Brown, of New York, both au¬
thorities of the first rank, say that
with propor preparation of tho seed
bed, using tho best seed and more In¬
telligent cultlvaUon, tho farm yield
can bo doubled, and all this with very
little extra work or oxponse.
"A doubling of the yield will more

than double tho profits even If priecs
should somowhat sag. With a hungry
world abroad und an enormously
growing population at home, there la
no danger whatever of overproduction.

The Better Products.
"In passing, permit the wrltor to

say that tho best products of our coun¬
try are riot the wheat, corn or oats, or
hogs and cattle, but rather the boys'und girls In the"" farm. home. To make
them happy, contented and eager to
take up, agriculture us a life business
is a question of tremendous Import-

Be convinced.wo assume all respon¬sibility. The Velvet Kind Ice Cream.
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if wisely formed." sa.y.v Bacon, "becomes truly a second nature."
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uncc. The larger profits, possible by thai
newer uiolhods. the opportunities for
mixing brain and brawn with such
splendid results, together with goodl
country highways, the consolidated,
township school, which will enable
these boy» and girls to get thu equlv-j
alent of a high school education and
remain on the farm, arc tremendously
Important, and these conditions must
be established if we expect the boys
and girls to remain. The need of the
hour is for an intelligent, nation-wide,
well planned und sustained effort for
u better agriculture.

"This means an organization of
strong, well equipped men. who will
make It their business to take up and
follow this great work and scok to en.
list and correlate all forces available,and centralize the movement for a
dcnnltu end. The National Soil Fertil¬
ity League has assumed to do this. It'
has nothing to sell, no axes to grindand no prlvute Interests to promote.
It has a strong directorate uponwhich are two entlnctn and successful
farmers, a railway presldont and two
large manufacturers. On the advisory
committee uro such distinguished men
as President Taft, J. J. Hill, B. K.
Yoakum. J. M. Sludebakcr, A. H, Sand¬
ers, Samuel V. Allerton, Champ Clarke,
Franklin MacVolgh and others

"These men are not dreamers. In
a word, thu plan of tho Deaguo Is to
arouse interest in agriculture, and
particularly to secure Federal and
State legislation, carrying appropria¬
tions for tho express purpose of en¬
abling the State colleges of agricul¬
ture to uend out ultimately Into every
ono of the 3,000 counties a trained
farm demonstrator to co-operate with
the farmers and help them to under¬
stand und apply In practice upon the
respective (arrns the methods best
Lultod to them. They will study local
conditions and ascertain what ought
to bo done before beginning to do it.
'This plan has been tried to a con¬

siderable extent In various locations,
and H has always resulted in practl-cally doubling the yield. Tho league
proposes a nation-wide movement that
shall place the now methods at the
very door of every farmer. The total
expense of maintaining this campalgu.i
when it la fully inaugurated, should
not exceed 10 cents per person per
year. If It shall bo only one-half as
successful in the general oantpalgo
contemplated, as has been proved in a
few hundred Instances where It has
heen tried (and it should .bo better). It
will add to the wealth of the country
every year at least $50 per capita. In
no other direction is It possible to
place human effort and money where
it will do so much and such lasting
good. If tho country la to endure, the
problem of food supply must be solved,
and it 1b time we were about it."
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III OLD VIRGINIA
Mecklenburg County Making a

Reputation Away From Home.
Others May Do Likewise.

¦"Virginia," sayj the Manufacturers'
Record, "is one of the Southern States
In which the enthusiasm for improved
highways is taking the practical d'rec-
tlon of large bond issues for their con.
structlon.
"Among the latest of these arc $340,-

000 worth which the Board of Super¬
visors of Mecklenburg county ordered
iust week to be Issued; 323,000 for
Palmer's Spring district, Jio.ooo fo.
Buckhorn district. $60.000 for South
HIM, 150.000 for La Crosse and 170,000
for Boydton. These Issues, added to
previous one;-, make a total bond ''S-
suc of |350,000 for good roads In thai
county. The South Hill Enterprise,
referring to the 5 per cent. Interest to
be paid, suggests that these bonds will
be a good investment. That refers to
individuals In the county or elsewhere,
but the money derived from the sale
of tho bonds, when spent In providing
the country with lirst-clasa highways,
wMI turn out to be a far better Invest¬
ment for the county us a! whole and
for Its Individual citizens.
Wherever good roads have been pro¬

vided the market value of farm lands
has advanced, for tho simple reason
that accessibility is one of the dctcrm-
Ing fuctors in the price of land every-
where, Just ab tho price received for
crops from the land Is another ImpOrt-
ant factor. Good roads, of courac, do
not Ine.rcaso the fert llty of thu soil,
but they enable thu farmer to get his
products to market more easily and
more crcuply. and consequently, by re¬
ducing thb cost of marketing theni,
give him greater net returns. Besides,I improved roads are followed by im¬
proved neighborhoods, school and
church facilities, and add to life in the
country elements which cannot be rep¬
resented by dollars and cents, but
which are worth mom than many
things which monoy can buy.

A NEW COA I, ROAD.
Boston Money lind» Invenloieot in Coal

Lauds In''West Virginia.
Charleston. W. Vs., December JO..Tho

Rupert & Northeastern Railroad tYmpsny,
which has Just been chartered In \V -St Vlr-

IkIoI.-i. will build a line twenty-live or thirtymiles long, which will connect Rupert, In
tireenbrler county., with the Baltimore «t-
Ohio RaliroHd nt or near Fenwlck, W. Vn.,In Nlcholna county, about eighteen miles
south of Camden-on-Oaiiley. The route lies
through rough country, and will follow the[courses of Big Clear and Big l.uurcl creeks.jit will have t0.cross tho highlands betweenthe beadwntorH of these stream*, und will
doubtles» rcquiro Homo heavy construction.
Boston, Mas»., .capitalists' seem, to bo tho
principal people Interested In this now de¬
velopment, us the Ineorporntora nro all of
that etty, to-wlt. II, 1. Illgglnaon, .loslah
F, Hill. C. A. Kills, II. I.. Shnttuck and
Selb T. Oano.

SOMEIAEK ABOUT
LEAF TOBACCO1

(Continued From First Pasc.)
expecting better figures than they,scored previous to the holidays t urnhardly able to see.
Anyhow the sales ot leaf will helargo from the oponlng of sales thisweek on to the end of the season.
The reports that como from WestVirginia und Eastern Ohio indicatethut the deliveries of Ilurlcy leaf onthe Richmond market will be verylarge after the hollduy season. Thellutcheson Warehouse, which makes

something of a specialty of the IJurloysales, have large receipts from West
Virginia and Eastern Kentucky andOhio. Tho Hutchoson will quite likelyhave some big lots of Uurley to offerthis wcok.
Captain Hutcheson, tho head man ofthe new llutcheson Warehouuc. was

the llrst man to bring the" Burlcy tothis city. Tho Hurley Is a good thingto sell on this market, because all thofactories use tho Burley. They wouldrather buy it right here at home thanto go Wout for It. The Ilurlcy saleswill likely bo much larger in 1312 than
ever before. But as for that matter,anything In the tobacco line that Isiill to sell will llnd Richmond Its bestmarket.
The package dealers roport a verygood holiday business, and from all I

can learn nearly a thousand packageschanged hands last week. Many ofthese packages, in fact, tho most orthem were of the bright wrappervariety, but not a few dark hogsheads
were sold to men who buy for theforeign markets. And In all cases thesellers got satisfactory prices. Other¬wise they would not have bo)6.The warehouses will open leaf salesTuesday morning, it they havo any¬thing to Bell aud quite likely they willhave very much.

BIGCOALCONTRACT
ALL IN VIRGINIA

Nine Million Dollars' Worth of
Dusky Diamonds to Be Dug

From Virginia Mines.
[Special to The TImes-Dlspatcb. ]Bristol, Va.. December 30..Much in¬terest Is attached to the deal recentlyclosed, by which tbe Virginia Iron,Coal and Coke Company is to supplycertain New England railroads wltbcoal for the next five years, and whichInvolves about »ii.000,000. It will callfor extensive new activities at theToms Creek mines in Wise county, andthe facilities will be added to as rapid¬ly as possible in order to meet thedemands of the cow situation. Asidefrom the Interest tbls affords to themining classes, who now look uponToms Creek as a haven of refuge intimes when tho coking industry is ex¬ceedingly quiet, the peoplo of tblsregion arc especially Interested fromtbe standpoint of the significance ofsuch a contract as it relates to thevalue of Southwest Virginia coals.This feature Is made the more import¬ant when it la known that tho contract

was awarded In favor of the TomsCreek coal in competition with a num-ber of other coule.
The Virginia Iron, Coal and CokeCompany, of Roanoke. agrees to furn¬ish 66,000 tons of Toms Creek coal a

month to the New England railroads.This amounts to ",640 tons a day. or
a daily output of sixty-six cars. It
will require three trains each day to
carry the coal over the Norfolk and
Western from the mines to Norfolk.
Two .steamers of 7,600 tons burden have
been chartered for weekly trips each,from Norfolk to Boston, for flvo yoars,which Is the Urne of the contract.

Cotton Report.New Orleans. December 30..In hin reportlip to December Colonel Henry O. Hes¬ter, secretary o:' the New Orleans CottonExchange, shows that the amount of cot¬ton brought Into «Iglu during 113 days ofthe present seiisun was >,SM-,8?9 bales, an In¬
crease over tlie same period last year of1,170,963 bales. The exports were 1,761,öOöhales, an Increase of 77I.&S9 hales. The tnk-inas were, by Northern spinners, 1,04!,744bales a decrease of 147,369 bales; by South¬
ern sptnners, Ml.Km bales, an Increase of6.1.177 balea

«EWS AND I
NEAR VIEWS

(Continued From First Pago.)
bo heard 'if they have brief bints and
suggestions to offer. As announced
in another place tho Industrial odttor
proposos to open this column to writ¬
ers who have hints und suggestions to
make, If they can put those hlntB anal
suggestions Into short compass. I uinl
not opening this column for discussion,!political or otherwise, or for long-[winded cssuys on any subject, but 1
do wunt to koop It filled all ot tho
good year 1912 with live hints and
suggestions from pooplo who have
Virginia development at heart and
who enn say HOincthlng worth sayingIn a short spuce. And so it Is hereby
announced that ..hints and sugges¬
tions" that can be held down to, suy
150 to 200 words, uro InvMcd from all
parts of the State. I want the people
to make this column their own Instead
of mine. Of course. I reserve tro
privilege of contributing to It.

t r< Well i.niinnh Alone.
Professor Mussey bus iu the Pro¬

gressive Farmer an editorial page all
his own, and every week In the year,
except the holiday week, he puts some¬
thing In that puge that Is worth re¬
membering. He thinks the farmers ot
this great Southland country ure tbe
greatest folks in the world. Never¬
theless he 1b of tho opinion that some
ot them sometimes get a little too In¬
quisitive and seek after too much in¬
formation about crops they know not
of and that are best suited to the
lands of other parts of tho country.
The professor but expresses my own
views when he declares that down
here In the Houtb wo have the best
money-making crops In the world.

Aside from the cotton and tobacco
propositions, and everybody acknowl¬
edges that wo aro "it" in the matter
of those crops. Professor Mussey pro¬
ceeds to show that we can beat tho
West in corn if we farm right. We
can beat the wholo country In oats
sowed In the fall, and we can grow
more stock feed ol high quality with
c.owpeas and soy bonns and velvet
beans than any other part of the;
country, and wo do not nocd to monkey
with broomcorn or sunflowers.
We can raise hogs cheaper than thcyj

can In the Wobi because of the abun-i
dant food we grow for them to eat'
ami harvest for themselves, and wo!
can feed beef and dairy cattle more!
cheaply than the North or West.

All of these things have been abund¬
antly proven here In Virginia, especial¬
ly those facts about beef and dairy
cattle, and about corn and hogs.

Brilliant Ontlook.
The Iron and steel trade is said toi

be tho barometer that points to and
Indicates all classes of bUBlnoss and,the conditions prevailing In that line,
arc but reflections of what may bo!
looked tor In all otber lines. If this!
be true, and it Is true, the outlook fori
tho new year is delightfully bright.
From ono of the most reliable trade!journals I read. I take the following:

"Conditions in the iron and steel
trade continue to Improve. The heavy:
buying of steel products for prompti
delivery and contracting for the first
quarter and first half has not experl-:
enced the usual holiday lull, and De-|
ccmber has proven to be the heaviest,
month of tbe year In bookings.
"Inasmuch as steel mills are more

likely to close at tbls season of the
year for repairs than to open after an
Idleness there arc few resumptions at.
tbls time, and production la not ma¬
terially Increased, but orders which
were issued a fortnight ago for the
banking of. soveral furnaces over tho
holidays have been reuctnded. aud
production Will be maintained. Exten¬
sive pluns have been approvod for re¬
sumptions at the beginning of January.!
and from running at "5 por cent- of
capavlty during the past three months
the Bteed industry promises to bo run¬
ning at 80 to 85 per cent. In tbo first
half of January, while a rate of 00
per cent, may be reached by the close:
Of the month."'

As to Savings Banks.
I clip the following from a financial]journal: i
"It Is stated at the Post-Office De-

partment that the $500 ltordt of pos¬
tal savings bank deposits will be re¬
moved In tho near future. Many de¬
positors hove reached the limit In their
deposits, and the trustees of tho bank
nave moved to permit deposits without
limitation as to the amount. The
Postmaater-G-ener.il has received peti¬
tions from several national banks to
the same effect." I may be a little
obtuse, but for the life of me I have
never yet been able to figure out
wherein the postal savings bank pro¬
position Is In any way an improve¬
ment on the savings banks as we
have them down here in Virginia, es¬
pecially In rtlchmond. It would take
too much f>pace to go into details, and
tt is none of my business anyhow, but
all the same Richmond has some sav¬
ings bunks that arc In all respects just
as good, and in some respects a sight
better than anything the government
has yet offered.

Rlfrht Here In Virginia.
Jloro is an interesting Item I gotfrom a financial Journal:
"An order for 163 new steel passen¬

ger coaches placed last week with the
American "Car and Foundry Company,for the New York Central lines, has
aroused more than ordinary interest
because of the announcement that thisIs the third extensive order by that
system given within sixty days for
new equipment that altogothcr in-
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SHOULD KNOW THIS FACT.
NOTE IT WELL
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For 46 Years
This Bank has been a centre
from which wholesome influ¬
ences have radiated, culmi¬
nating in commercial and in¬
dustrial growth.
Many of the large enter¬

prises of the community have
enjoyed the support of this
Bank since their beginning.Our officers earnestly desire
to co operate with business
men of large or moderate
means who are in sympathywith the conservative ideals
of safe banking.
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This Company, ha ring qualified as

Executor of the Estate of Michael Mur¬
phy, deceased, all jjersonö having claims
against said estate arc requested to pre¬
sent them at this office, and those in¬
debted to the estate will please make
payment.

Virginia Trust Company
Executor of Michael Morph;

volvoa on expenditure of over 123,000,-
000."
And a large number of other roudsi

are Ming orders for steel cars and for
various other equipment things. The
railroads do not hie orders In a dull
time. Thu fact that they are Mint;
all Kinds of orders Is right good evi¬
dence that we may look forward to
greutor and bigger business along all
lines In the good year 1012. And Old
Virginia Is right In the centre of this
Kood business.

According to reports "J.000.000 poet
curds went through the malls swap¬
ping Christmas greetings, and the net
revenue to the government on the
same was $20,000. Good enough. It
helped the government and the post
card system was much cheaper to the
Christmas grectors than the old way
of sending turkeys and potatoes and
all the like, of that, which was more
costly than 1 cent and embarrassing
In moro ways than one.

It is said that Santa Claus brought
only three automobiles to Richmond.
The C'9" other folks who looked for
autos may. well congratulate them¬
selves thut they have saved the ex¬
pense of tho up-keop of the plagued
thing.

Well, as to tho eoal mines up in
Chesterfield, near Midlothian, for in-
stance. The Industrial Section awaits
reports! What ubout It, Brother
Jones'.'

ficottsvllle is u mighty good town,
but It has in it some mighty modest
people who seem to hate to talk. There
are several men there who urn eupnble
of letting the . world know where
Bcottsvllle Is on the map. If they want
to they can talk out In the IndustrialSection of The Times-Dispatch.
And the same is applicable to sev¬

eral other good towns in Virginia and
ovor tn North Carolina.

Tue X-ray reveals Quality. Purity,SanltftUea- The \*©l7ut Kind ige Crc&m-

Exit 1911'.-Enter 1912!
Looking backward for just a moment, youngman! If that good resolution made January 1, 1911,had been adhered to, what would you have had Inthe COMMONWEALTH BANK to-day.two hun¬dred.five hundred.a thousand dollars?
..Might have beens" don't amount to much,though, except as stimulants to do better in thefuture.
Make up your mind to-day that December 31,1912, will see a comfortable balance to your creditin our savings department.
Just a word now to folks who are getting divi¬dend money these days.put it in our savings de¬

partment and have the pleasure of seeing it earn
more money for you.

Your need for it may be greater a few years from
now than at the present time.

12 North Ninth.
CAPITAL AND SURPLUS, - - - 5350,000.00
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4 East Broad Street,

Twenty-fifth and Broad Streets,
3914 Williamsburg Avenue.
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more than three times the amount of the total issue ofbonds, and whose net earning power is estimated at
more than five times the total interest charges.We shall be pleased to furnish full particulars uponapplication.
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